
Download the VarAC V5.0.2.0 Software: 
https://www.varac-hamradio.com/download

English Manuals by VarAC Users: 
https://www.varac-hamradio.com/forum/manuals/english-manuals-by-varac-community

VarAC Quick Start Guide

https://www.varac-hamradio.com/forum/manuals/varac-quick-start-guide



Station Requirements
If you can operate FT8, your station is already set-up for VarAC.

DRA-30

OR

Computer Interface



Basic VarAC 
Configuration

https://rosmodem.wordpress.com

https://rosmodem.wordpress.com



Settings to Get You Started



Features with VarAC V5.0.2.0

1. Sending VMail -  VarAC’s own Email. Leave a message for the operator of a Beacon 
station. It let’s you add something to the contact DURING  OR AFTER on VarAC’s on 
Newer Versions, once you had signed-off. They will pick it up the next time they log on. 

2. VarAC Slots - New and Expanded QSY Methodology - This permits a more efficient use 
of the bandwidth. 

3. Log Many QSO Elements, Text sent to you within “Canned Messages” is automatically 
stored.  

4. Guidance with Frequency Change - A text box tells you what frequency you should be 
on based on your own Slot Selection. 

5. Custom PSK Reporter Link to a Map - Stations that heard you are listed. 

6. EmComm Version - ICS “Mime” Forms are downloaded and stored. They can be used to 
send EmComm ICS  Messages to Agencies providing emergency services in a format with 
which they are familiar. 

7. QSO History Revealed - Text messages let you know IF you have worked before.



Sample Text Exchange



SEND VMAIL

SEND FILE

PSK MAP

Gestures

Write your text message, HERE.

New Message

CLICK HERE to 
SEND MSG

SEND

LOG

CANNED MESSAGE 
Pull Down Menu

SLOT & Calling 
Frequency
On Display

SLOT Frequency
On Display

Clickable Links 
to Features

OperatingFrequency
On Display

MSGs in QuequeMessages Currently Being Sent

Progress Bar for Tx & Rec. 
Messages & Files

14.106.5

CallSign        RST-S. RST-R.  Band.    Name         QTH                                            LOC.    Start Time    End Time

Last Heard Beacons
Last Heard CQs

VarAC Work Space

See Hx

Provides the text 
from the last QSO 

w/ this station

NO NEW VMAILS



CQ Slot Selector

Calling Frequency



How Slot Frequencies Work

The Software will Guide You Through the Process.

1. Calling CQ, Pick a Slot Frequency, there are 5 kHz Below & 5 kHz 
Above the Calling Frequency

2. Use the Slot Sniffer (for CAT controlled rigs) to Identify slots that are 
FREE. If without CAT Control, you will have to do this manually.

3. CQ transmits on the Calling Frequency (20 meters, 14.105.0) and 
Identifies the SLOT you selected. 

4. You, Working Manually or Your Rig (for those with CAT) will QSY to the 
selected slot and wait for an incoming call

5. A station double-clicks on your call appearing in the CQ Box and will 
automatically QSY (If CAT is used) to the selected SLOT, initiating contact



Slot Identifier
Last Heard CQ Calls

SlotBand       Time       Callsign              BW        SNR   

  20m  21:24   W1IZZ           500     -11 14

To Answer W1IZZ’s CQ, 
Set Your Radio to his 

 Slot Frequency (14.108.000) 
And then CLICK on his Call Sign



Last Heard Beacons
Beacons are Transmitted on Calling Frequencies

 Band          Time         Callsign                    BW       SNR   

20m      21:28    JA1PAN                500     -01

* Beacons are usually sent automatically by an unattended station. 
* Here is a Strong Signal From Japan
* Click on JA1PAN to Initial a PING (a Signal Report). Select PING 

from the pull Down Menu



Use “Ping”
To Get 

 S/N Report

Last Heard Beacon



VarAC’s Features

See Next SlideAccess PSK Reporter 

Send Text Messages to 
Stations with Whom 
You Are Connected

Documents & 
Images



Progress Bar

Message
File

The Progress Bar Illustrates the Speed with Which the 
Message/File is Being Transmitted OR Received.

When Completed, the Text of the Message Appears on 
the Main Screen in Red for what’s Transmitted and 

Blue for the Received Messages.



PSK Map - Signal Results From Reporting Stations

20 Minutes ago, this station received my signal at -8db
The Lines Show the 
Contact Pathways

Rec. at Tuesday 08 Nov. 2022 
19:56:10 GMT

From VA3OR in Toronto, Canada

Loc EN93xp by KC2LM

Distance 1535 miles bearing 59 deg.

Frequency 7.105 MHZ VARAC -17 dB



Using Canned Messages  
Settings
Canned Msgs

1.Select Canned Messages from the Pull Down Menu
2. Fill-In Text Within  the Canned Messages Panel
3. Be Sure to Complete the Title for Each Message
4. Message(s) within Brackets  <NAME> <Call> <RIG> are 
developed when you first set-up the program OR from the QSO.

Welcome

I’m Away

Canned Msg #1

Canned Msg #2

Canned Msg #3

Welcome to KC2LM in Albuquerque, NM

I am away. Please Leave a Message.

<Name>
<LOC> <SND>

My Working Conditions <RIG> 

73 All the Best de <Call> <DISCONNECTING> <SND>

Canned Messages

Name

Name

Name

My INFO

RIG

73



QSO Details Are Sent to the Logging Section
CALLSIGN        RST-S   RST-R  BAND      NAME           QTH                                               LOC

New Message
Text Typed Here will be Sent on the Next Exchange. 

* Text Messages are Transmitted Between Stations in a Hand-
Shake Mode


* The Speed of the Message Transfer Depends on the Signal 
Strength


* The Application Adjusts Its Speed Based On Its Connectivity


* Messages Are Sent/Received, Error Free

NC3Z             -08       -03.     20m       Gary       Merrit, NC.                               FM15qd



Popular Operating Calling Frequencies

OK for Techs



Questions?
Comments?

Who wants to Try It?


